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The Late Maulana Iftekhar Ahmed Balkhi 


Professor of the Department of Islamic Studies 
University of Karachi 


By Syed Tahsin H. Balkhi 


My father was a member of Muzzaffer Balkhi family, which 
migrated from Balakh to India. about, whom we can certainly say 
according to a poet: 


The sky revolves for many years, then a real human being 
comes out from the curtain of this Earth. So do not regard us as 
an easy thing. 


It is possible that people may regard it as a token of my love 
and conviction. But the fact is that in this industrial and techno- 
logical age where the noise of machinery has dominated human 
senses and emotions, and has overcome on the harmony of eternal 
religion personalities like my father are rarely to be found. In this 
age where there is a famine of righteous persons, when my father 
died, then my eyes were opened, opened and I realized: 


The caravan of mankind has been separated from its guiding 
leader. 


I am writing briefly the biological facts of my father. He was 
the eldest son of doctor, Hafiz, Qari Ahmed Kareem, may Allah 
bless him. He was very kind father. Very few persons have such 
wonderful fathers. 


Education: My father used to Say that his early education 
was done according to traditional method. His grand father taught 
him the Quraan at home. Then he was given elementary knowl- 
edge of Arabic and Persian. Then in 1932 under the supervision 
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of Maulana Moinuddin who was the most famous scholar of 
India, he completed the courses of Dars-e-Nizami. , My father 
used to praise his teachers through out his life. In 1940 he passed 
the examination of Aalim from Tahabad University. Then in 
1942, he received a gold medal as a scholar of Tafseer by topping 
the list of all candidates from the government of Behar and Urisa. 
In 1943 again he attained the degree of Adeeb-e-Fazil in Arabic 
from the government of Behar and Urisa with a gold medal. In 
1945 he passed the examination of scholar of Persian in second 
division from the government of Behar and Urisa. In 1971 he 
attained the degrees of M.A.M. Persians, and B.O.L. From 
Karachi University. 


Teaching Career: He was a teacher in the Madrasah 
Khaliliah Tonk Raj from October 1937 to November 1938. Two 
years from 1939-1940, he remained as a teacher of Hadeeth and 
Fighi principals in Madrasah Anjuman Islamia Gorakpur U.P, 
which was under the supervision of Iahabad University. From 
1944-1947 he remained as a lecturer of Arabic and Islamiyat on 
Government Oriental College (Shamsul Huda) Patna, Behar. 


In 1947, he migrated to Pakistan before its establishment, 
and came to, Karachi. For some time he practiced a trade and busi- 
ness. There he became a teacher in Delhi Mercantile School. In 
1962, he became assistant professor in Karachi University, and 
was confirmed as lecturer in 1963. After some time, he taught in 
Islamic research Department as an assistant professor. On 
February 2, 1970 he became the president of the department tem- 
porarily. In November 1974 he was going to become president of 
the department permanently when he went to Makkah for per- 
forming Hajj where Allah the Exalted kept his guest permanently 
there, as he died and was buried there. It is a source of pride for 
us that my father, like, many other scholar of Islam died the same 
date which he was born. His date of birth is tenth Muharram 1346 
A.H (1926 A.D) and his date of death is tenth Muharram 1394 
A.H (1974 A.D). 








Literary Contributions: My father was not only a great 


Scholar of Islamiyat, but was also a research scholar of history 
and Persian. He had a high rank in literature. By studying his 
books, and translations, one can estimate the beauty of his writing. 
His books that I remember are the following: 


1. The Scene and Background of Inkar-e-Hadeeth (3 volumes). 
Islamic Jurispendence and its Sources. 

3. History of Islamic Knowledge and Thought (2 volumes). On 
this book he was rewarded 500 rupees by Karachi 
University. 

4. Jawahir-e-Risalat 

5. Instinctive nature and Islam 

6. A glance at Ad-Dar-e-Thameen 

7. — Husaini Invitation 

8. Hajj and its rights 

9. The art of argumentation, with due Justice 

10. The Path to Success 

Il. The Argumentative method of the glorious Quraan. He also 
published 75 articles in different journals from time to time. 
And as far as I know his Islamic and historical speeches were 
broadcasted from radio Pakistan from 1958 to November 
LSS: 


Special Thanks: 


In the end, I would like to take this Opportunity to express 
my thanks to all those who encourage and support me in publish- 
ing this book. Special thanks go to Dr. Khalid J. Siddiqui, State 
University of New York, Sultan A. Syed, Amir K. Balkhi for their 
Supportive effort in typing and inspiration. 


I have no words to express My sincere thanks or Dr. 
Sanaullah Ansari. Without his support I can not complete this 
book. 
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 % man seeks to make his life better, wants to 
achieve satisfaction, and spend his life in success and happiness. 
His instinctive nature demands this after becoming wise. The pre- 
liminary discoveries, such as making instruments in Stone Age, 
then agricultural revolution in the Valley of Tigris and Euphrates, 
making huts from clay, using wood, cooking food, inhabiting 
towns, clay pottery, building houses with bricks, training and 
domesticating animals, the art of wearing cloth, discovery of 
Copper and Gold, evolution of writing, making pots from metals, 
organization of tribes, all this was done by the demands of his nat- 
ural instinct. It may be a man of Stone Age, Iron Age, or of atom- 
ic age, or industrial age, Or computer age what ever was done or 
would be done in connection with new discoveries of the future, 
would be to satisfy his nature, which demands new inventions. It 
may be economic progress, scientific research, reformation of 
family or social life, or establishing political movements, peace 
treaties, Hilfil Fudul pact, or league of Nations, all are efforts to 
make life successful and full of happiness. 


Undoubtedly man has shed rivers of blood, and has estab- 
lished peace and prosperity. He has exploited the rights of the 
Masses, and has been a prey to miserliness, greed, and personal 
aggrandizement. He has tolerated the degradation of slavery, and 
has used lies, ostentation and deception to achieve his aim. Fear, 
sorrow, and danger have aroused him to face all this. Fear of 
poverty, losing prosperity, his clever tactis to achieve success, all 
could not make him happy, and mostly he lived a life of anguish. 
He propounded theories of philosophies and wisdom, forwarded 
principles of research, filled this world with new inventions, 





2 The Path of Success 


controlled the oceans and environment, but could not change 
darkness of his life by a bright morning. 


As the man of earlier ages was in search of success and hap- 
piness, even the man of today is also wonder struck. The builders 
of modern civilization had claimed that after all this struggle, man 
will achieve satisfaction, happiness and success. But inspite of 
the struggle of millions of years they destroyed their own houses 
with their own hands, as new vistas are opened after demolishing 
the old patterns. 


So when they did what they could, and the civilization 
achieved so called progress, they did not find happiness; on the 
other hand, they found themselves in the grip of aches and pains. 
Modern civilization has become a source of anxiety neurosis. It 
is not the collision of ignorance and knowledge, but one new dis- 
covery makes previous one useless, and the devils of inventions 
are fighting with one another as is said in Surah 18 Aayat 103 — 
105 in the Quraan. 


Say, shall we tell you of those who lose most in respect 
of their deeds? Those whose efforts have been wasted in 
this life, while they thought that they were acquiring 
good by their works. They are those who deny the rev- 
elation of their Sustainer and the fact of meeting with 
him (in the Hereafter) so all their actions became 
useless. 


History is telling us the story how mankind has been wan- 
dering in search of happiness regretfully. In the modern age, the 
material eyes, as well as insight shows mankind is over burdened, 
by restlessness, sorrow and grief, and cannot find any cure for her 
mental diseases. Some witnesses are presented in this respect 
below: 
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Professor Arnold, a modern philosopher and thinker, writes 
in World Review March 1949: 


Modern man is like a gambler. In his effort to become 
a winner, he has placed his bank account, his livelihood 
and his life in gambling. But the suspense ts there. He 
wants to win, but is not sure of his success. Our efforts 
to solve our problems By means of material tactis have 
failed completely, All our high handed projects have 
become a mockery. This is an open result of treating 
our social ills without the help of Allah. 


What are those consequences, which the modern civilization 
is facing? Hear it in the words of famous research scholar of mod- 
ern times P. A. Sarokan. Mrs. Hudson Shaw writes in her book 
(Sex and Common Sense): 


The walls of our civilization that are about to be demol- 
ished. Weakness have crept in their foundation. Its logs 
are creaking. We do not know when this whole building 
will collapse. 


Professor Sarokan in his book “The Crisis of our Age” print- 
edin 1941. C.E. deplores in the following manner: 


Our organization, our society and every branch of our 
life are passing through a great Crisis. No part of our 
body, no tissue of our brain or heart is functioning 
properly. Our whole body is full of Cancer. After 600 
years we are taking our last breath. The rays of the set- 
ting sun are no doubt brightening the world, but the 
dark shadows of the night are also enveloping us. It is 
difficult to recognize us in the fast fading meteor: 


This comment for the people of insight is a confession of the 
following Quranic truth: 


“But he who turneth away from remembrance of Me, 
his will be a narrows life.” (20:124 ) 
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This comment is in a state of wonder and regret which does 
not involve thinking and reflection. This is why those who are Car- 
rying the banner of modern civilization, cannot find any way of 
Salvation. They who could arrest the rays of the sun, those 
Scientist are now suggesting we should stop the progress of phys- 
ical sciences for some time. Western Scholars are giving proof of 
diagnosing the pulse of modern civilization by saying: 


Our modern scientific developments were an answer to 
the Challenges of industrial age. It was a good answer. 
Now the problems we face are not this nature, that lab- 
oratories should give their answer. These are problems 
of morality and do not interfere with scientific trends. 
(Professor Arnold: World Review Journal March 
1949) 


They are suggesting the following prescription for the 
people who have been stung by modern civilization: - 


I have studied 21 civilizations looking back at them, tt 
is not expected from manis.intelligence, that after mak- 
ing the material world as the final aim, it would make a 
nice moral decision Love of mankind is a historical 
power, but only in that case when tt is a means of deep 
relation with Allah instinctively. Hence the greatest 
need of modern age is the revival of supernatural Faith 
or Iman. Without this, man in whose hands are labora- 
tories and dangerous toys of inventions, cannot be 
trusted (Professor Arnold op. Citras.) 


These failures and the efforts leading us astray were caused 
by the trials of mankind. Otherwise, the Creator of the universe 
never kept man in darkness. When man put his foot on this earth, 
from the first day he was warned, what was the key of leading a 
pleasant life, and what was the antidote of fear, sorrow and 
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failures as stated in Surah 2 Aayah 38 of Al-Quraan. 


“But verily, there would come unto you my guidance, and who so 
follows My guidance” 


{Here livelihood is not meant for daily needs, but it is meant 
for life. Human life has been a great headache even after Sitting on 
the throne of Kingship. People living in high mansion, Sky- 
scraper, decorated palaces, have been experiencing the better ups 
and downs of life. The bed of roses can also create a feeling of 
thorny bushes. } 


“No fear will come upon them, neither shall they grieve” ( 2:38 
Al — Quraan) 


{Here two things need explanation what was the need of 
divine guidance, why was following divine guidance necessary. 
Secondly, why following divine guidance provides security from 
sorrow and grief. 


The Necessity of Divine Guidance 


Divine guidance was needed, and its following was neces- 
sary, because man was endowed with the rank of being a vice-ger- 
ent of Allah on earth, and was sent on this planet earth to imple- 
ment it, as is said in Surah 2 Aayah 30 of Al-Quraan. 


“Surely, I am about to place a viceroy on earth.” This rank 
demands, to fulfil certain condition, First. condition was that man 
Should have been given certain powers, and would have been 
given freedom of will. So Allah gave him freedom of will. For 
example, when a person sends one of his servants as the supervi- 
sor of his estates, he gives him certain powers; so that he may 
employ them in administering those estates. Or if a king of a 
country sends someone as the governor of one of the provinces of 
his kingdom, then he gives him some powers and all the people 
and worker of his province become his subordinates, who obey 
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his orders. Similarly on one side man was given free will to per- 
form his and or like the other side all his outer and inner bodily 
organs were given under his control. And trees, rivers, oceans, 
mountains and animals were given under his control so that he 
may fulfil his responsibilities as caliph of Allah on this earth. 


It is also clear from this example that the powers of that gov- 
ernor are bestowed on him as a trust. They are not his personal 
property. Similarly human powers and things given under his 
supervision are not his personal property, but belong to Allah who 
has made him His vice-gerent; and all of them are a kind of trust. 
Now as the landlord checks the work of his representative, the 
governor is checked by the king of the country; similarly man 
would be accountable for all the trust he was given by Allah. And 
as when the term of that governor is finished, he leaves the post 
of governorship. Similarly when the term of man’s life is com- 
pleted on this earth, he has to leave this land. If a governor mis- 
uses his powers, but his subordinates are sure to obey him, simi- 
larly when man misuses his trust, his “limbs” and organs of his 
body which are under his subordination obey him. But when the 
king of that country orders the arrest of that governor who was 
misusing his powers, then, then the same police which was under 
the obedience of the governor, arrest him and put him under hand 
cuffs, and give evidence against him before the king. Similarly 
when the Creator of the world and universe calls back this man he 
had sent as His viceroy on earth; then all the organs of his body 
who were obeying him, deny obeying him anymore. Then the 
man becomes helpless and is forced to go back to Allah Who was 
his owner and master, and when he will stand before Allah for 
accountability, his organs of the body will speak and provide wit- 
nesses against him, as is said in Surah 36 Aayah 65 of Al-Quraan: 


“This day, we seal up mouths, and hands speak out, and 
feet bear witness as to what they used to earn.” 
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And in Surah 41 Aayah 20th and 21st, it is said by Allah: - 


“Till, when they reach it, their ears their eyes, and their 


skins testify against them, as to what they used to do. 
And they say unto their skins, why do you testify against 
us? They say: Allah hath given us power of speech, who 
giveth power of speech to all things.” 


And this earth which man is trampling under his feet today 


will testify against every Movement of man, as is said in Surah 99 
Aayat 4 — 5 of Al-Quraan: - 
















“That day she will relate her Chronicles, because thy 
sustainer inspireth her.” 
Then as the worker of that landlord, on the governor of that 
King, is surely told about his duties and limitations, similarly the 
Creator of man Allah the Exalted has explained about the duties 
and limitations of man on this earth. Otherwise without telling, 
this taking account of his actions would become meaningless. 
These duties and limitations are called divine guidance, and for 
Which prophets were sent to guide mankind, and Muhammad 
(S.A.W.) was the last prophet, who brought the Message of the 


Glorious Quraan which Will guide mankind till the Day of 
Judgement. 


The vice-gerency of this earth also demands that as the land- 
lord takes oath of allegiance from his worker and as a governor 
also takes an oath of allegiance to remain true to the laws and con- 
stitution of the king or queen that he would not misuse his pow- 
ers. Similarly man was also required to take oath of allegiance to 
Allah before he was sent on this earth as is said in Surah 7 Aayah 


172 “Am I not you sustainer? They said ‘yes’.” This was our oath 
of allegiance. 


Lau 
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The Fear and Grief which is Involved in Following Divine 
Guidance 


Now what is the way of remaining secure from fear and grief 
in following Divine Guidance? This is a result of following 
Divine Guidance in totality with best efforts. A man, who per- 
forms his duties and responsibilities properly and sincerely, he has 
no fear, no danger, no sorrow nor grief. Ifa government servant, 
performs his duties full well, honestly then he leads a life of sat- 
isfaction. He has no fear that his relatives will speak against him 
or he will be arrested for misusing his powers. Even if while per- 
forming his duties he receives some injury, then the government 
helps him, and during his service he receive increments, and 
rewards also from his employer and after retirement he gets. 


That is in the very beginning Allah, had asked the souls of all 
the progeny of Adam, am I not your sustainer? All of them said in 
answer, yes. Thou art-our Sustainer. It is mentioned in Surah 7 
Aayah 172 of Al-Quraan. Pension, and other emoluments. 
Similarly man who is a worker of Divine government, if he per- 
forms his duties honesty and carefully, he passes a pleasant and 
satisfactory life, and has no worries, because all his life he is on 
duty and after death, life of paradise is bestowed on him. 


On the other hand a man who leads his life neglecting divine 
guidance, he falls a prey to fear, worries and dangers of various 
types. His conscience reproaches him, there is fire of jealousy, 
anxiety the loss of life and wealth, the labyrinth of desires and 
greed, the hunger of conquering the territory of others, and blood 
shed. Hundreds of this type of worries and anxieties make the life 
of the person who avoids divine guidance a repertoire of suffer- 
ings, and what he will face after death is indescribable, as is said 
in Surah 20 Aayat 123-124 of Al-Quraan:- 


But if there comes unto you from Me, a guidance, then 
who so followeth My guidance, he will not go astray, 
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nor come to grief. But he who turnteh away from 
remembrance of ME, he will have a narrow life, and I 
Shall resurrect him on the Day of Judgement blind. 


The following of divine guidance is the fundamental thing 
which in other words is fulfilling the demands of becoming a 
viceroy of Allah on earth, and in Quraan it has also been called as 
worship of Allah as is said in Surah 51 Aayat 56 of Al-Quraan: 


! created the Jinn and mankind only for the purpose of 
worshipping Me. 


This has been said in many ways but the object is the same. 
This is establishing the religion. The auspiciousness of mankind 
has been always based on following divine guidance, and will 
continue On doing so, Similarly in every age, mankind has been 
asked to establish religion. As the Muslim Ummah is Obedient to 
Allah, it was expected that the nation of Islam will receive this 
demand in right earnest as is said in Surah 42 Aayah 13:- 


He hath ordained for you that religion, which he com- 
mended unto Noah, that which we sent by inspiration to 
thee, and that which we enjoined on Abraham, Moses, 


and Jesus, saying: Establish the religion, and make no 
divisions there in. 








This divine guidance, and the responsibilities of being the 
vice-gerent of Allah on earth, and the details of worship of Allah, 
and the instructions of Islam both are the same. We are com- 
manded to establish the religion of Islam. How to use your time, 
how to use your hands and feet, how to eat, drink, and cloth your- 
self, what to avoid, how to use your wealth, how to wage war, how 
to make treaties and pacts, all are under divine instructions, and 


are related to the establishment of religion. Following them is 
following divine guidance. 
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The Commentators of Quran explain the word Deen in the 
Aayat 13 of Surah 42 in the following words: 


That religion is believing in Oneness of Allah, in obey- 
ing Allah, in believing on all Books of revelation, and in 
all prophets, and the last Day of Judgement. Acting on 
these beliefs sincerely makes a man muslim. 


In explaining Deen, they refer to Salat, fasting, Zakat, and 
Hajj, and emphasize truthfulness, fulfilling promise, being trust- 
worthy, helping the Kilfi and Kin, forbidding murder and adultery. 
They emphasize good moral qualities, and explain the above Aayat 
by saying:- 


“Establish religion and do not be divided means: Be 
steadfast practicing all the Commandments of Allah 
and let not differences spoil the religion: Then some 
people fulfill their pledge of establishing religion but 
some are those who break this pledge. The one who 
breaks his pledge will suffer the consequences of 
breaking tt. 


This shows that establishing religion is following divine 
guidance in our individual lives, which makes our life auspicious. 
But the life of individuals can never be successful until the envi- 
ronment and society are not adorned with the beauty of Taqwah. 
This is why, preaching religion, ordering people to do good, for- 
bidding evil, are essential. Penal laws, are all meant to guard indi- 
viduals rights. It should be noted that acting on 5 fundamentals of 
Islam being honest, eating only lawful things is not total service 
of religion, but it is partial service, and is not following all divine 
instructions. It is serving religion partially. If you follow divine 
instructions in all your walks of life then it will be total obedience. 
You should establish Salat and Saum, pay the poor due , eat only 
lawful things, adopt good moral values, avoid baser desires, for- 
bid evil, order to do good and struggle hard to establish religion in 





) 
























The Path of Success 11 


your life. This is fulfilling the responsibilities of being viceroy of 
Allah on earth, and this- establishing religion,, and this is real 
worship of Allah. 


The Contradiction 


Every person regards 5 fundamentals of Islam as necessary 
way of worshipping Allah. But very few of the intelligentsia 
regard truth, honesty, sacrifice, fulfilling promise, helping your 
relatives, ordering to do good, forbidding evil as a part of Allah’s 
worship. Acting on 5 fundamentals of Islam and regarding it as 
worship of Allah is a technicality of Jurisprudence. Quranically 
the word Ibadah or worship of Allah encompasses, all the divine 
instructions given for practicing Islam. 


In Jurisprudence the details of all these instructions have 
been divided in 3 branches: worship, morality, and day to day 
dealing with others unfortunately the real meaning of Ibadah as 
given in the Quraan has slipped away from our minds. The result 
was that performing Salat, keeping fast in the month of Ramadan, 
is regarded as fulfilling the purpose of our birth in this world. It 
is thought that the rest of Islamic Commandments are not related 
with worship of Allah. This is why, a man who performs Salat 5 
times regularly is also involved in bribery, dishonesty in trade, 
backbiting, black marketing, smuggling, and other evils. Why are 
these evils present in us, and why we have lost the distinction of 
Halal and Haram. his is because all other commandments of 
Islam are regarded as good deeds, but not so necessary. 


In Jurisprudence the 5 fundamentals of Islam were explained 
as essential for us, from the worshipping activities. They were 
meant to reform our moral character, in a particular manner so that 
our life displays that sincere worship of Allah which is demanded 
by Quran and has been regarded as the only object of creating 
mankind and Jinn kind by Allah. 
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A man who believes in Allah, and Muhammad (S.A.W) as 
his Messenger, he confesses that he has recognized the object of 
his life in this world, and that the ruler sovereign, creator and 
Master of this universe is only Allah, hence, that man is not an 
individual without limitation, but is a viceroy of Allah who has 
limited powers, and he should use his god given abilities accord- 
ing to the behest of the real sovereign Allah. Allah does not like 
shameful activities, and immoral tendencies. He should clean this 
earth from all corruption and reform his life and the life of others 
according to the commandments of Allah. So that evils may not 
spread in the society and he may not fall aprey to it. This is why 
Muhammad (S.A.W)has emphasized in one of his saying:- 


“If any one of you sees an evil he should stop it by 
force. If he can not do so, he should protest against it by 
this tongue, and if he is unable even to do so, he should 
at least regard it bad in his heart: although this is the 
weakest degree of Iman.” 


This is why in Surah 7 Aayat 157 while mentioning the 
Dawah work of Rasulullah (S.A.W) Quraan Says:- 


He will enjoin on them what is just, and forbids them 
what is evil. 


And then the following condition is stated for the success of 
every Muslim. 


Then those who believe in him, and honour him and 
help him, and follow the light which is sent down with 
him, they are the successful. 


Following commandments of Quranic revelation, is estab- 
lishing religion, and is the sincere worship of Allah. A person who 
performs Salat, he is worshipping Allah, a person who orders peo- 
ple to do good, and forbids them to do evil is exhibiting that qual- 
ity of Salat which is stated in Surah 29 Aayat 45:- “Salat restrains 
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from shameful and evil deeds.” Hence, those who forbid others 
from doing evil, are adopting the color of the person who per- 
formed Salat as is said in Surah 2 Aayat 138. “We take our color 
from Allah. and who is better than Allah at coloring.” And every 
Friday we hear the following Aayat 90 of Surah 16 inthe Sermon, 
which says:- 


Allah enjoineth justice and kindness, and giving to kins 
folk, and forbiddeth lewdness, and abomination and 
wickedness. He advises you in order that you may take 
heed: 


This shows that one who wants to adopt the coloring of 
Allah, it is necessary for such a Muslim, to establish justice, do 
good deeds, forbid shameful deeds. In this way doing righteous 
actions and forbidding evil has become a branch of divine wor- 
ship, which should encompass all walks of our life. 


In ordering to do good and forbidding evil, the word Amr (to 
order) and the word Nahi (to forbid) are very meaningful. They 
refer to do this by force. It is not only a request to do good , and 
forbid evil, but the word order shows that force should be used in 
executing good deeds, and in forbidding bad deeds By establish- 
ing religion in this manner, mankind receives Allah’s bounties 
from the sky and the earth as is said in Surah 22 Aayat 41:- 


“They are those, who If we establish them in the land, 
establish regular Salat, and pay the poor due, and 
enjoin kindness, and forbid inequity with Allah rests the 
end of all affairs.” 


This is why I have regarded preaching truth as a branch of 
ordering to do good. Quran has regarded this work as a condition 
of remaining secure from failures, as is said in Surah Al-Asr:- 


“By declining day, man is in a state of loss except the 
believers who do good deeds, and preach truth and 
endurance to one another.” 
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It shows that inspite of faith and good deeds; if the truth is 
not preached to others forcefully, until then success and satisfac- 
tion in life cannot be achieved. 


It has been said before that every one wants success and sat- 
isfaction in life, and does what ever he can to achieve it in thou- 
sand and one ways; but his tactics do not lead him to success. The 
reason was that man could not find the secret of success, and 
when it was told to him, he neglected it. So he sought success and 
happiness, but never attained his object. Forgetting the purpose of 
his Creation by Allah, he became ignoble, degraded, and ran wild 
in the valley of failure. 


The secret which was disclosed by every prophet in his age, 
and also by Quran is, that if you want success and salvation, then 
do good deeds, and preach goodness to others in this world. This 
is because, no one can remain on a pedestal of good morality, and 
excellent character, until his social environment is condusive for 
the development of good morals. Generally man’s intelligence 
and character is formed by moral and social values of the society, 
which are prevalent in his family and among his environment. 
Any society, which is overwhelmed by lewd and shameful 
actions, no man can attain success and salvation by his individual 
efforts of doing good. In such a condition. one faces the truth as 
said by a poet in a Couplet-, which means: Faith stops me from 
doing evil, but disbelief attracts me towards bad activities. Itis as 
if Ka’bah is in front of me, and church is behind me. So for the 
Salvation of the individual, it is necessary that he should try to 
reform the social and moral values, of the society in which he 
lives. 


This fact is expressed in a Hadith of Muhammad (S.A.W) 
related by Abdullah-Ibne-Masood (may Allah be pleased with 
him) in which it was said “When the Jews became a prey to 
sinful actions, their religious scholars, forbade them to do sins, 
but they did not hear, so much so that those scholars, began to 
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participate in their activities. Consequently the hearts of scholars 
also became black due to committing sins, as they had left their 
job of forbidding people to do sins, so Allah cursed them. Then 
Muhammad (S.A.W.) said: “O Muslims you should never do So. 
You should preach doing good deeds and forbid people to do bad 
things. Stop the oppressor from oppression, bring the oppressor 
towards the truth, otherwise by Allah your hearts will also be 
blackened with others and Allah’s curse will fall on you, like Allah 
had cursed the nation of the Jews. (via Abu Dawood, Tirmidi) 


This is the same point which Shah Waliullah has explained 
in the Commentary of the Aayat ‘Guide us on the Right Path’. In 
Surah Fateha, we are asked to request Allah to guide us on the 
Right path. This is because without the reformation of the society 
and the environment no one can achieve success, salvation, and 
happiness individually. 


If we ponder on Surah Al-‘Asr, on the advice of Shah 
Waliullah, it becomes clear that individual success and salvation 
is directly connected with his environment and society, and his 
family, hence faith and doing good deeds were not sufficient from 
saving oneself from failure but preaching truth and endurance 
were made an essential condition for achieving success. 


By adopting the rank of being viceroy of Allah and by 
enforcing good, and forbidding evil in every way, the companions 
of Prophet Muhammad were entitled as the best of Ummah. They 
had heard Quraan’s, call of the secret of success, they acted upon 
it delinquently, so their efforts were not wasted, and did not 
become fruitless. The sky and the earth, the Sun and the Moon all 
are a witness how they became successful, and how the sky and 
the earth showered their treasures on them during the age of 
Muhammad (S.A.W.) and during the period of the Righteous 
Caliphs, and in the life of this world, they were given the good tid- 
ings of the fact that Allah was pleased with them. Sahabah of 
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Muhammad (S.A.W.) were regarded as the best of‘Ummah, a title 
which would remain with them till the end of this world. Their 
actions exhibited their faith and their preaching was based on 
ordering to do good and forbidding from evil as is said in Surah 3 
Aayat 110:- 


“You are the best community raised up for mankind, 
you enjoin good and forbid from evil and you believe in 
Allah.” 


The qualities required for performing the duty of establish- 
ing the religion of Islam. This is a major duty, but very delicate 
in its nature. Sometimes a person falls a prey to innovations in 
doing this duty, or begins to exaggerate. Sometimes he regards 
every glittering thing as gold. Sometimes in his zeal to establish 
religion, he hurts the really dedicated scholars of religion. An 
example of this type of man is the person who prays 5 times daily, 
but so hurriedly that all his Salat is wasted and will be of no use 
on the Day of Judgement, although Salat is the most purifying 
action. Without those qualities he can neither establish religion, 
nor can fulfill his responsibilities 


Knowledge 


Knowledge is the first quality, which is required for this pur- 
pose. He should know what is religion, without it all his work in 
this respect will be of no value. As there cannot be a day without 
the sun, similarly there is no possibility of establishing religion 
without proper knowledge. 


In Quran it is stated that to prove the Superiority of Adam 
Over the angels; Allah taught the names of all things to Adam 
Himself. So for becoming the viceroy of Allah on earth, 
Knowledge is required, without which no one can fulfill his 
responsibilities. Vice-gerency on earth, or establishing religion 
are two sides of the same picture. This is why Allah asked 
Muhammad (S.A.W.) to declare:- 
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Say: This is my way, I call you towards Allah with sure 
knowledge, I and who'so ever follweth me. (12:108) 


So it is incumbent on the followers of Muhammad (S.A.W.) 
to perform this duty of calling towards Allah with sure knowl- 
edge. It is clear, that without knowledge a man can have no 
insight. 


In Ahadeeth the excellence, of getting knowledge have been 
emphasized, such as “Getting knowledge is a duty on every 
Muslim.” The first condition for establishing religion is not being 
an expert of Quraan and Sunnah, with the ability to solve prob- 
lems, but he should have knowledge of all orders, and Islamic 
duties which are incumbent on him. He should know the 
Canonical laws of Islamic Shariah. He should know what are 
Islamic moral values, what are the things prohibited. Which 
desires and passions are to be suppressed, either by force or by 
protest of the tongue. As without knowing Thana, Takbeer 
Tahrimah, and what to recite in Qiyam, Ruku, and Sajdah, and 
what is Tashahhuad, no Salat can be performed, and what are the 
things, which make our Salat null and void. Similarly without 
proper Islamic knowledge, the work of establishing the religion of 
Islam cannot be done. 


It should be noted that personal likes and dislikes of a 
mujtahid should not be regarded as our responsibility. His 
approval or disapproved of a thing does not become necessary for 
us. Following people in this way, the society has become divided 
in different schools of thought which fight with one another dog- 
matically. This is not the right way to achieve success. Quraan 
has emphasized that even when believers are reminded of divine 
revelation fall not deaf and blind thereof (25:73) 


The second essential quality is sincerity and Taqwa. The 
sincerity of intention is the thing which motivates a person to do 
something. If the intention is not sincere but faulty due to 
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personal end, the action will have wrong result. Sincerity of 
purpose makes an action good. If a person digs a well with the 
intention that his enemy should fall in it, due to his bad intention 
he deserves condemnation; although people might draw water 
from it to quench their thirst. Another man digs a well with the 
intention that people might draw water from it to quench their 
thirst, but if someone falls in that well by chance, even then the 
person who dug the well will get rewarded from Allah due to the 
sincerity of his intention. The Sincerity of intention of a Mujtahid 
is rewardable, even if he has committed a minor mistake in issu- 
ing a decision, although his mistake can be misleading for others. 


Hence, the foundation of a good or bad deed is the intention 
of one’s heart, which makes it fruitful. Our ideals should be based 
On sincerity of intention. If our actions have no sincerity of 
purpose, they won’t be fruitful. Hence, establishing religion 
demands sincerity of intention. 


A believer’s sincerity of purpose should be based on the idea 
of pleasing Allah, and should be free from personal ends. 
Worship of Allah, obedience of Allah, preaching truth and 
endurance, doing good and forbidding evil, all should be to earn 
the pleasure of Allah. If it is not so then all the actions are 
wasted, although it may appear to be a glorious action. If a per- 
son performs Salat to be called Aabid and Zahid by others, or help 
the poor and needy to be called a charitable person, his eloquent 
lectures are for the purpose of being called a good Orator, his writ- 
ings are for the purpose of being called an excellent author, and 
serves humanity to achieve the rank of a political leader, then his 
actions have no value in the eyes of Allah, because he has already 
achieved what he wanted. He was called Aabid, Zahid, Sakhi, he 
was applauded on the stage as a political leader, but what is his 
reward of all this in the Life Hereafter is doubtful because he 
never did anything for the sake of the life hereafter. He did all for 
this material world. 
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Hence Taqwa and sincerity of purpose are essential for each 
other. There will be no sincerity of intention, until one avoids all 
those avenues which spoil his actions, and interfere between him 
and the pleasure of Allah. There can be no Taqwa without sincer- 
ity of intention. In Surah 98 Aayat 5 Allah says: - 


“They are ordained naught else than to serve Allah, 
keeping religion pure for Him as men by nature 
upright.” 


The Pattern of Living 


The third quality which is required for establishing religion, 
is the pattern of living. One who takes up this great responsibili- 
ty, he shall keep in his eyes the following fact which is empha- 
sized in Surah 29 Aayah 64 


“This life of the world is but a past-time and a game. 
The home of the hereafter, that is life, if they but knew. ‘4 


The pattern of life which mankind should adopt is described 
in the following saying of Muhammad (S.A.W.) “Pass your life in 
this world like a stranger or as a traveller.” 


Muhammad (S.A.W.) has explained our relation with this 
world, and our living pattern in it, in another Hadith thus:““What 
have I to do with this world. My example with this world is like 
a traveler who halts at-a place to sit under the shade of a tree for 
a while, then leaves that place of that tree to go ahead.” 


The natural reaction of being a viceroy of Allah on earth is 
to pass your life like a stranger here. A landlord appoints a work- 
er on his land. Stating his duties and limitations, and tells him that 
his post is temporary, and in the end he will be recalled from there, 
and he should be ready, to go back at any time, and he will never 
go there again. It is also made clear to him, that all his work will 
be recorded. If he did his duties according to the wishes of his 
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master, then he will be rewarded when recalled, otherwise he will 
be punished for misappropriating his duties. So the servant takes 
an oath of allegiance after understanding the nature of his duties. 
But if after realizing all this, he makes a big mansion for himself 
on the land of his master, gathers gadgets, as If he is the owner of 
that land and will remain there for ever, then everyone will think 
such a servant as a great fool, who breaks his promise, why he is 
accumulating all amenities when his master can recall him at any 
time and then he will have to leave everything. He should do his 
work in such a way, as to win reward from his master when he is 
recalled. 


The same is a case with a man’s life in this world. He was 
created, cherished and nourished by the creator of this world, 
Allah. This planet earth is the estate of Allah and Allah owns it. 
Allah has sent man here with certain limitations, to perform cer- 
tain responsibilities. Allah has explained to him in detail about all 
his duties and tasks. A person whether he is a believer or disbe- 
liever in Allah observes clearly that he has to leave this world on 
one day, and he is recalled from here. Man should not regard this 
earth as a place of living here eternally. He is not a permanent res- 
ident of this earth so if he is busy in such things, as if he will 
remain here permanently, then it is folly and onadness. 


Now these people who have understood this reality that 
Allah the One is the only Master and owner of this earth and they 
are here in the capacity of his viceroy, and have pledged to him to 
remain obedient to him and to do their work on this earth to please 
him. They also believe that one day they will be recalled, and will 
never see this land again. They also realize intelligently that what 
ever they do here, the record of their doings is preserved when 
they would return to their Master, Allah, the reward or punishment 
of their actions will be based on that record which is tied to their 
necks. Such people should value their time on this earth, and 
should not lose sight of their duties at all. They should perform 





_—————— I ---~-~-S-S— 


————- 


| 





The Path of Success 21 


their duties realizing that they can be recalled at any time. On the 
other hand if such people, build palaces and castles, and gardens 
and decorate them. Then who will be more foolish and mad than 
them, who lose sight of the consequences of their actions, they 
will pay the price of their negligence, of breaking their promises 
and oaths of allegiance. 


Patience and Perservance 


The fourth quality which is required for establishing religion 
is patience, which is not sighing on our helplessness, but it is 
showing steadfastness without being a prey to restlessness. 
Because acting sincerely on the commandments of religion, such 
as doing good and forbidding evil is not a life of luxury given to 
satisfying buser desires, but it is to face difficulties, mishaps, and 
mountain of dangers. A poet has said, if you are embarking on a 
journey, thousands of trees are ready to provide you shade. You 
have to face all such obstacles endangering your life, so it requires 
patience and perservance at every step. When a man becomes an 
embodiment of such qualities then he works for this purpose 
whole heartedly without paying attention to what the people of 
this world say about him. He is lost in truth and sincerity so 
much, that he forgets the bitterness of his environment. 


The sweetness and relishness of declaring the truth is so 
much penetrated in his nerves and tissues, that it works as a shield 
for tolerating mishaps and misfortunes. He is so greedy to get 
guidance, that all hurts and pains in this path have no value. He 
becomes an embodiment of care and sympathy for the servants of 
Allah. He does not hit with a stone if he is hit with a brick, but he 
neglects such attacks altogether. Instead he makes supplication 
for persons who hurt him. His response to his enemies is the same 
which was given by Muhammad (S.A.W.) in the battle of Uhud 
when he was wounded by infidels, and arrows were showered on 
him, he had prayed for his enemies by saying “O Allah guide my 
nation, they are not wise and cannot understand my preaching.” 
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His heart is full of reforming people; he has no time to look at the 
wounds inflicted on him by the enemies. All pain and restlessness 
cools his heart with the idea of pleasing his Sustainer Allah and 
getting his blessings and rewards which will be eternal as is said 
in Surah 2 Aayah 177:- 


“And the patient in tribulation and adversity, and time 
of stress. Such are they who are sincere such are the 
God-fearing.” 


In the vastness of the meaning of patience, the waiting for 
the time of success is included, as is said in Surah 76 Aayah 24: - 
“so submit patiently to thy Sustainer’s command, and do not obey 
sinners or disbeliveers.” 


Toleration, and exhibiting high and noble morality and brav- 
ery is also included in the meaning of patience so that one may be 
able to forgive his enemy, although he possesses the powers to 
take revenge from him. In Surah 16 Aayah 126 Allah says: “If 
you punish, then punish with the like of that where with you were 
afflicted. But if you endure patiently, verily it is better for those 
who sow patience.” 


This quality of patience is required for establishing religion, 
in its full scope. This is why ‘exhorting truth’ and ‘exhorting 
patience’ go side by side as is said in Surah Al-Asr:- “Advise one 
another to preach truth, and advise one another to have 
endurance.” 


The Consciousness of Being a Slave to Allah 


With all these qualities, the duty of establishing religion 
requires that we should regard ourselves as slave of Allah at every 
moment of our life. The first necessary condition of being a 
Muslim, is to confess, and be conscious of being a slave of Allah. 
So he has to avoid, all such actions, and movements, which dis- 
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play even a particle of naughtiness or pride. It is impossible that 
a Muslim is conscious of being a person who has surrendered 
himself before Allah, but in his movements, speech, thoughts and 
ideals there might be even a little of pride and naughtiness. In 
Surah 31 Aayat 18, it is said: - 


Turn not the cheek in scorn toward the people, nor walk 
in insolence, for Allah loveth not any arrogant boaster. 


This pride and egotism attacks the heart of a man by chang- 
ing disguises. Sometimes it covers itself with the sheet of self- 
respect and self-honor. Although self-respect and self-honor if 
done for humbleness and humility, then it is a sign of good morals. 
At other times, this pride and naughtiness comes by way of 
extreme devotion and worship Sometimes it teaches man, that you 
are a great scholar of knowledge, so if you keep your head up, it 
is not for your own self, but it will be for the sublimity of knowl- 
edge and to keep it flourishing. Sometimes it narrows the per- 
sonality of man to such an extent, that he cannot digest some 
drops of superficial knowledge or a few sprinklings of wealth. 
The result is that he looks down upon others degradingly. /He 
becomes a prey of being Superior to others. Sometimes this pride 
and egotism deceives him through the idea of having a noble 
descent. Sometimes it intoxicates him by wealth and power. At 
others it attacks him through high rank and dignity. It capsizes the 
personality and intelligence of man to such an extent that he is 
measured by property and worldly gadgets, and his status in life is 
gauged by his worldly rank and position. 


In fact like the ant who is crawling on a black stone in the 
darkness of night, ostentatiousness grabs a man in its labyrinth, 
similarly pride and egotism catches man in its snare. It is because 
Satan had clearly declared his determination to make man unsuc- 
cessful and a failure in the material world as well as in the life 
thereafter since the day Allah had created him. So pride and 
naughtiness is a satanic pattern of life. In this way Satan uses all 
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the force at his command to make man follow the ‘satanic ways of 
life. And Satan invents for him all kinds of deception, new 
philosophies, and ways of logic to mislead mankind. This is why 
in performing the duty of establishing religion one has to remain 
alert all the time, and he has to examine his heart and mind 
whether the spies of Satan are not doing their hidden attacks on 
him. The Superiority complex and self-aggrandizement is that 
deadly disease, which makes all his efforts in this regard null 
and void. 
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